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Dear

This is in referenceto yourapplicationfor correctionof your navalrecordpursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of theUnited StatesCode, section1552.

A three-memberpanelof the Board for Correctionof NavalRecords,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 20 May 1999. Your allegationsof error andinjustice
were reviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsandproceduresapplicableto the
proceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterialconsideredby theBoard consistedof your
application, togetherwith all materialsubmittedin support thereof,yournaval record and
applicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

After careful andconscientiousconsiderationof theentire record,the Board foundthat the
evidencesubmittedwas insufficientto establishthe existenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

TheBoard foundthat you enlistedin theMarine Corpson 26 July 1981. On 18 June1982,
a medicalboardgaveyou a diagnosisof Crohn’sdiseaseand referredyourcaseto the
CentralPhysicalEvaluationBoard. Themedicalboard reportindicatesthat in October1981,
you disclosedthat you had had dull constantachinglower abdominalpainof threeto six
monthsduration,and hadnoteddiarrhea,hematochezia,feversand nauseatogetherwith the
pain. On 14 July 1992, the CentralPhysicalEvaluationBoard madepreliminaryfindings
that you wereunfit for duty becauseof the Crohn’sdisease,which existedprior to your
enlistmentand wasnot aggravatedby yournaval service. You agreedwith thosefindings on
21 July 1992, and were dischargedfrom theMarineCorps on 20 August 1982.

TheBoard wasunableto acceptyourunsubstantiatedcontentionthat yourconditiondid not
existprior to yourenlistmentin the MarineCorps. Accordingly, yourapplicationhasbeen
denied. The namesandvotesof the membersof thepanelwill be furnished upon request.

It is regrettedthat the circumstancesof yourcaseare suchthat favorableactioncannotbe



taken. You areentitled to havetheBoard reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby the Board. In this
regard, it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record, the
burdenis on the applicantto demonstratethe existenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


